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Annual General Meeting in Beijing 2010
n The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Swedish Chamber of Com-
merce in China was held 21 May at the Sofitel Wanda in Beijing just 
before the Sweden China Gala Dinner was to take place. It was the end 
of a week filled with activities to celebrate the 60 years of diplomatic 
relations between Sweden and China. 

Almost 40 participants showed up this busy Friday afternoon. The 
meeting elected six new directors to the board: Mats Johansson (Gun-
nebo) as vice chairman, Christine Engdahl (Sweden Expo entity), as 
treasurer, Paoling Chiu (Lotus Travel), Tomas Sörensson (B&N Tools), 
Kristina Lang Falck (IKEA) and Johan Menckel (Sapa) as directors of the 
board. The following directors were re-elected:  Mats Harborn (Scania) 
as chairman, Mats Johansson (Gunnebo) as Shanghai Chapter Chair-
man, Fredrik Ektander (SEB) as Beijing Chapter Chairman, Yvonne Chen  
(GM of the Swedish  Chamber of Commerce in China), Marianne Ramel 
(Gide), Tom Nygren (Ericsson) and Birgitta Ed (Springtime).

The meeting approved the board’s suggestion of a raise of the mem-
ber fees for 2011. Since the Chamber is developing towards becoming 
an established institution and will take a role in moulding of public opin-
ions about China’s significance for Sweden, this might involve a need of 
more resources at the Chamber office.

The Swedish Chamber has had the opportunity to host our second 
Anders Wall scholarship recipient, Ambjörn Håkansson, at the Shanghai 
Chamber office from September 2009 until June 2010. Ambjörn is now 
leaving the Chamber for new challenges and Philip Hafstad will fill the 
shoes of Ambjörn in Shanghai. Philip is born in Åre, has studied Chinese 
in Beijing at Tsinghua University. The last two years Philip has spent in 
Hong Kong studying international relations. Welcome Philip!

Finally the AGM thanked Johan Björkstén for his dedicated contribu-
tion to the Chamber for many years; Johan was one of the initiators of 
the Swedish Chamber already in 1997. Johan Björkstén was honoured 
with an Honourable membership of the Swedish Chamber. Lovisa Ber-
gendal, Sara Wramner, Ulf Ohrling and Johan Andrén were also thanked 
for their long contributions to the Swedish Chamber.

The Sweden China Gala Dinner May 21 took place after the AGM. A 
Nobel Dinner was enjoyed in the presence of the King of Sweden, Carl 
XVI Gustav, Sweden’s Deputy Prime Minister Maud Olofsson, Wang 
Gang, vice president of CPPCC, and many high-level representatives 
and guests. The guests were entertained by singers and musicians 
from Sweden and China, such as Robert Wells, La Gaylia Frazer, and 
Jiang Kemei.

Wang Gang, Vice 
President of CPPCC, was 
one of the invited guests.

Maud Olofsson,  
Deputy Prime 
Minister of Sweden, 
is interviewed by 
Chinese media.

Mikael Lindström, Sweden’s Ambassador to 
China, and Alice Cheng.

The Swedish 
King toasts 
with the 
guests.

Robert Wells and Jiang 
Kemei, Swedish and 
Chinese entertainers.
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* From Flightstats 2009.


